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BUDDHSIM WILL BE STATE
RELIGION IF CLEAN AFPFL
WINS ELECTION.

U Nu,
Nation. 24-11~60.

THE ABUSE OF RELIGION
FOR THE POLITICAL PURPOSES
IS FORBIDDEN,

Section 21-(4), Constitution of the
Union of Burma.
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STATE RELIGION MAY LEAD
TO UNNECESSARY DIFEERENCES. "

Expression of ones belief, essence of democracy.

The present harmony in the counti‘y may be
- adversely affected as a result of the adoption of a
State Religion.

Haji U Raschid,

Minister of Mines & Labour,
Pyidaungsu Party Government.

A R o I 2R

STATE RELIGION UNNECESSARY.

The Government's plan to make Buddhist the
State” Religion did not have the approval of the
League. It was not only undemccratic but- also
likley to divide the Naticnal religious minorities.
Simply making Buddhism the State Religion
would neither add to its promotion.

U Kyaw Nyein,
from:- Nation, 25-1-61.
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General Electionls. =

STABLE'S VERSION OF CAUSES OF
CLEAN’S VICTORY.

“ Abuse of Religion For Politics,
Misuse of U Nu's Portrait .
On Ballot Boxes, Rebel Intimidation And

« Vote: Buying " Causes of Clean'’s Success”
o g

-. (by our staff reporter)

In a statement issued yesterday .
by the ‘Stable’ faction of the AFPFL,
‘on recent elecfions, the faction alleged
that the ‘ Clean’ triumph was due to
malpractices including abuse of religion in
politics, undue use of U Nu's portait on
ballots boxes, rebel intimidation, and
liberal use of money to buy votes.

(o)



The statement which was issued * lteto the
people know the truth”,said that the ‘Stable’ faction
belived in free and fair elections and had tried it
best for the holding of a free and fair elections..

I—Iowever, the- statement added, the ‘L,lean
faction had, resorted to unfair means; firtly by abuses
of - rehg;on 'The faction .had. at the Kaba aye
Conference, declared to make Buddhism the State
religion. .if - the . 4 Clean™' faction 'was. returned to
‘power. -Abuse of :religion ‘in ' the furlherance of
".pohtl(;a.l ends was prohibitéd by’ the Constitution;
and the ‘ Clean " faction had attracted “the suppart
“of the Sanghas‘ and the Buddhists by this religiou
issue, the statement added.’"

(Guardian, 14-2-60),
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BAPTISTS OPPOSE MOVE
FOR STATE RELIGION.

(from our staff reporter)

The 92nd Annual Meeting of the Burma Baptist
Convention held at Myitkyina from October 7-9
expressed the fear that the basic human rights
. guarnteed by the Constitution and enjoyed at
present by individual citizens might be lost by the
non—Buddhists when Bnddhism was madethe State
Religion.

A resolution to this effect was adopted on
October 8 by over 12,000 people drawn from four-
teen communal groups within Burma who attended
he Convention.

The Convention ‘endorsed the opposition made
by the Burma Christian Council to the proposal to
make Buddhism or any'one religion as the State
religion of the Unlon,:

(o)



The opposition was not prompted by any fear
that Christans might suffer undue oppression,
Christians, asindividual citizens of the Union, were
more concerned that designating Buddhism as the
State religion would adversely affect the cause of
the Union and the solidarity of the nation. By
combining state affairs with rdigion the individual
liberty of Union citizens could be harmed.
Religions and religious praetices were purely
mrtters of conscience and theyshoyld not be mixed
wp with politics, the Convention’s statement
suggested.

(From= ‘Nation’ 20-10-60)
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WHAT STEPS TO PREVENT :UNION
FALLING APART?

(from our staff reporter).

Ex=President Sao Shwe Thnik, Saopha of Yawn-
ghwe, has given notice of a question which he will
ask in the Chamber of Nationalities o n he
proposal of the Pyidaungsu Government to make
Buddhism the State Religion,

His question is in four parts and reads as
follows:(a) Is the Government aware that the
appointment of a Commission to investigate how
best the decision to make Buddhism the State
Religion should be implemented has given rise te
formation of opposition groups and that there are
sings in the country of relations between different
communal zrops becoming strained ?

(b) If the Government is aware, will it take
steps to see that such undesirable sings disappear -
and that the provisions of Section 21(4) of the
Union Constitution are enforced ?

(NER)



(Section 21 (4) reads as follows: - “The abeus
‘of religion’for’political purposes is forbidden: .and
any act which is intended; or is likely topromote
feelings of hatred, cnmlty .or 'discord between
racialand’ religious communities or sectsis contrary
to this| Constitution and may be mrade punishable
by law’’.)

(&) If the Government is aware, what steps,
does itintendto prevebt Union falling apalt ?

Nation, 26-9=50
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE.

LT/ TA T AT A/ A T AT

We, The Peoble of Burma including the Fro-
ntier Areas and the Karrenni Staies, Detemined to
establish in strength and unity a Sovercign Indepé-
ndent State, To maintain sociul'order on the basia
of the etenul principles of Jusice, Liberty And
Equality and to guarantee and secure to all citizens
Justice sociil, ecomomic and polotical; Liberty of
thought, expreasion, beliet, faith, worship, vocation,
association and aclion; quuw of status, of oppo-
rtonuity and befo-e the law, [.. Qur Constitucid
Ass:mblv this Tunth day of Thadingyut wazing,
1309 B. E. ( Twenty-fourth dav of September, 1947
A.D.) Do Hureby Adont Enact And Give te
Ourselves This Constitution.

RIGHTS OF EQUALITY
Section 13.

All citizens irrespeciive of birth, religion,” sex
‘or race arc equal before Lhe law; there shall not be
any aroirary «iscrimination bc ween one cmzcl
.er class of citizens and another. Bl
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Segtion 14.

There shall be'cquality of opportunity for all -
gitizens in matters of public employment and in

the exercisz or carryving on of any occupation,

{rade, business or professiol.

“Sre inn 21, _
{1) Lhe State recogniscs the special .position

of Buddhismas the {aith professcd by ‘the' great

fajority of the cifizens of the Union.

© ' (2) The State also recognises Islam, Christia-

‘nity, Hinduism and Animism assome of ‘the relig-

ious existing in the Union at the date of the com~
ing into opera ion of this Constitutiom, '

(3) The Sfate shallnol impose any disabili-ies

or make any discrimination the ground of religions

faith and belief, ' - R

(4) The abusc of religion for poloti'c‘al purpo—-
ges-is forbiddcn; and any act which is intended or

is likely to promote feelings of hatred, enmity or
discord between racial or religious commuilies of

secls is coutrary to this Cons.iiulion and may be’

made: ‘puhi_shablc by law.
Section 22.

#  No wminority, religious, racial or linguistic, shall
be discriminated against in repard to ;admission
in to State educalional institu iors nor' shail any
veligious instruction be co__n'ipulsorily_l,i.mposed on ir’

( Jeéf) |



PROTESTANT CHUREHES CALL FOR
ADEQUATE CLASSIFICATIONS

T 2 e R A 2 ,
WILL STATE RELIGION IMPOSE
DISABILITIES, INFERIORITY OF

CITIZENSHIP ?

(from our stafl reporfer)

The Burma Christian Council, represenling
the Protestant Churches and cother related Christ=
ian bodies and organisati ns in the Union of
Burma, have been requested by the state Religion
Advisory Commission {0 express the views of the

‘Council on the matter of making Buddhism. the.
State Religion of DBurma. Christiarity, being a
religion of life and love the Council after prayerfu-
1ly deliberaling on {he vairious aspects of the ques=
tionnaire of the Commission, nominated Dré
Hla Thwin as ils representative to appear belore:
the Commission with a mandate o submit the
Council's views in the matter. The general views
of the Council are embodied in the statement

below:=
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General Statement of Views

In gener'll the Burma Christian Councrl i3
gravely concerned with the intention of the Gove-
sment to make Buddhism the State Religion cf tlie
Union. The Ccuncil honestly fears that such
intention may lead to a relrograde step against the
enity of the pco'p]t’s,of the Union who have lived
in amity and happy harmony, enjoying the indi™
vidusl fundamental rights and frecdom guaranteed
bv the Conslituticn since thie founding ofthe
Union. :

The Council, in the {irst instance, desires to
sea‘erate its considered view on the question of
making Buddhism the State Religion as expressed
by its Chairman, Dr. Hla Bu, en March 12, 1957
to Prime Minister U Nu who was t hen the,
President of the undivided AFPFL wherein it was
elearly emphasised that the Council strongly
‘d sfavouts the making of Buddhism or -any other
religion a State Religion in the Urdion of Burma.
The Council further considers that the aim of the
founders of the Union ‘and the authors of the
‘Burmese Consitution ensnred thateach individual
citizen should have an equal standing and an equal
share in all State interests and activities and that
religion is a matter of private individuals and - reli-
gious bodies and not that of the State. o

[ QLD



As much as the Council appreciates the assur-
ances given by the Prime Minister and the Chair~
man of the advisory Commission to,:safeguard the
religious {reedom of non-Buddhists, the Counci
cannot help but be apprehensive of the fact that
these assurances are difficult to:be realities in actu—
al practice. lnc Cuum,ll Eurth r note> with d.é?ﬁ
anx:ety and concern that thr)uff] the Prime Mini-
aev gave pubile assurances to mnon—Buddhists to
fetguard their freedom of worship'and to.practise
their religion, adcequate clarifications have not=
been given about sufeguarding and upholding the-
fundume.ital rights and freedoms of ;those :citizens’
who are not Bul ‘hists as guaranteed by the exist=
ing Constita'ion, such as guarantecing against imp=
ot,any disabilities or making any discrimination on
the ground of religfous faith or be lief, The
Council's apprehensions have been furthet
increased by the implications of certain questiorii
n the queshnmlres isucd by the ! Commission on_
making Buddlusm as State Rch"lon ]

While the Council is extremely sympathetic
with the Government’s avowed objeclive in maki=
ng Buddhism a Siate religion as a means of enco=
araging Budchism in:the Uuion; of Burma and
thereby uplifling the religious and moral calibré of
the people, the Council is firmly convinced that

(e )



lhe same objzclive of promotmg Buddh sm can be

better served and achieved by the elforts and on

the responsibility of religious bodics rather than by

the State. The Council is deeply grieved because

the concept of a State Religion is diametrically

opposed to the modern democratic ideal of separa-
tion between religion and the State. The Council
fears thatif the State takes over the responsibility
of promotlng religion there is bound to be d.scrim-

{nations on grounds of rhligion, irrevocibly resuitl”

ng inequan ty or inlcriohty of cit zenship, miund-
erstandindings and discord, between the diflcrent
- groups of citizens and which would be expressly
and tlagrantly contarary to the spirit of the Consti-
tution-on the founding of the Union. The Counerl
cannot but over-empnasise the necessity of prom—
oting understanding and concord on equal citizen—
ship rights between the different groups of citizens
in the Umon who have all contributed their share
in the preservation of {he sovereign independent
slatus and solidarity of the Union in their various
of service and for which understanding anrd conco-
rd the Government is primarily and entirely rcsp-
onsible

The Council, in conclusion, comends the effo-

tts of the Prime Minister in consulting the various
rcligious groups in this graxe matter of naevL-

oo d



 of importance and sincerely hopes that since the
-the making «f Buddhism into a s'ate rehgion s .
national issue due consideration may be given to
the views, teelingsand aspirrions of the natjonals
of varivus other religiyns. The Council further
expresses a fervent hope that should the will of the
majori'y opmion prevail over the mmniority and
Buddhism becomes the State Religion of Burma,
the Gover ment will in all lairness and justice to
the citizens of various other religious greps who
are not Buddhists, but who are ncvertheless
citizens of the Union of Burma, take adequate
measures (o ensure not only the freedom to profess
and practise their religion which obviously includes
the yighi to minister or proPagate the same, but
al:o to safeguard the other inherent iundamental
rights and freedoms which are guarantced. {o all
citizens of the Union of Burma in- Chapter I of

the existing Constitu ion,

Nalion, 13-5-60,
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