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From
U PoKya,

Inspector. of Natienal Schools,
227, Sparks Street, Rangoon,

Ta
The Direclor of
Public Instruclion, Burma,
Rangoon.
Dated the 21st. May, 1986,
Sir,

I have the honour to submit herewith n
manuseript my  book entitled “A Brief Modern
History of PBurma® (in Burmese)for favour of
approval for use in schools in Burma.

This little book is intended [or the use of the
pupils of the Middle Department of our scheols.
Assuch ithas been myaimto present Burmese
History in a brief but inan interesting and
intelligible form. [ is also intended to serveas
a ground work for the pupils of the High
Department. ,

The book deal with {he historic events from
the time of immigrations into Burma of her main
indigenous peoples—such as the Burmese, Mons
Shans etc,upto the fall of Eing « Thibaw, the last
of the Burmese Kings, that is, uplo the annexalion
of the whole of Burma by the Briiish in 18806,
Again, the Historics of the Mons and the
Arakanese are treated to thal extent only that they
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are concerned with the trend of the DBurmes
History proper, Stiess has been’ made on th
essential and incporfant hislorie events and persc
nalities eonly, that have lett their mark on th
cullure and general progress of the country.

Thus the scope of the work is limited as als
the material.

The style is simple and the events are gen
rally presented in the form of continuous stor
s0 as to arouse in the minds of the young pupi
a desire for and an interest in the subject.

Relevant stories and traditions are free
given, firstly because, young people have a strog
Iiking for such; and secondly, these contain, mo
or less, 2 substratum of truth, and supply ti
necessary meterail and data from which histon
facts are often deduced.

However, ilismy firm belief that child
ought to know traditions as traditions, and ac;}
dingly Ihave used in this work *“eaonmd™
“ " (which ure equivalent to “it is sa
that' or “itis said to be* to denote traditios
I have also tried to avoid controversial topics
far as possible,

The moral aim of Hislory has also been k
in view, so thal the pupils may be able to dig
guish Right from Wrong and Geod from Bad.

For the materials, [ have freely consul
the ancient Burmese records as well as res
of modern research work which are gener
accepled as authentic.
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The subject has been treated in 2 scientific
way and according 10 modern indeas and methods,
Relevant maps and  illustrations (o the cxwent of
453in number are provided.

The whole book will contain abeut 200 printed
pages in a school book size, thatis 5 inches by
7 inches. It may be mentioned here that ihe
present Burmese History books prescribed and
recommended for the High Department contain
from 340 to over 400 pages of that size.

It iz hoped that my altempt will mect the
long-felt want of a suiluble Burmese History book
(in Burmese) for Middle Schools and that the
book will be approved by the Director of Fublic
Instruction and the members of the Texi-Book
Committee.

[ have the honour 1o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Sd. Po Kya,
Inspector of National Schools.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Mo, 4388/23 Ex--7
From
The Secretary, Texit-Bool: Committee, Burma.
C/u The Cornmissioner of Examinations,

Burma.
To
U Po Kya,
Inspecior of National Schools,
227, Sparks Street,
Rangoon, the 26tk May, 1937
Sir,

With reference to yvour letter dated the 21st
May,1036, T have the honour to inform you
that your book entitled “A briel Madern History of
Burma*has been approved by he Text-Book
Commitlee for use as a text-book inthe Middle
Dapartment of Schools in Burma.

The Manusecript is returned herewith,

[ have the honour {o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Sd. Daw Hmi-
Beeretary, Text-Book Committee,

Burma.
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