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Extract from ‘“The News Pictured Encylopaedia”
Page 2796 to 2800.
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Moon, The moon is one of the smallest of the heavenly
objects, but because it is relatively near to us, and, isin fact,
«Satellite” of the earth, it appears to be the largest, next to
the sun, and we know more about it than of any of the
planets or stars. With a telescope we can actually see its
mountains and ravines its craters, and broad expanses or
plains, which early observers thought were seas. g %
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Y. 4 4% 4 A day and a night on the moon are
equal to a month on earth, so that for 14, of our days a
man of the moon would live in light and heat unknown to
us, and for another 14days in unimaginable blackness

and cold. 4 A .3 v.$ *
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Extract from Page 27 & 28 of History of Rangoon by |
Pearn.
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“But it is Gasparo Balbi who came there in 1583, to

whom we owe the first detailed description of ancient
Dagon.”
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“On the 2nd November of the year 1583, he says he
reached the city of Dalla (i.e. Twente) where there were
ten large rooms full of elephants; which are kept there by
divers servants of the King of Pegu. The day following,
we came to the faire citic of Dogon, it is finely seated, and
fronted towards the south-west and where they land are
{wenly long steps, as from the Pillar of Saint Marke to the
Strawbridge, the matter of them is strong and great pieces
of timber, and there are great currents of water both at
ebbe and floud, because it is a place neere Maccareo which

entereth and goeth out of the mouth of Sirian, which is a |

sea-port; and alwaies when the water encreaseth, they goes
upon the staires and when it is ebbe, it descovers all about
and makes it a great way drie land. On both sides the
River, at the end of the banke, or at the staires; is a wooden
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Tigre; very great and painted after the natural colour of a
Tigre; and there aré two othérs in the midst of the staires,
so farre from one another, that they seeme to.share the
staires equally:........... They told me a foolish bchcf which
they have, that they stand there to guard, for if any should
be so bold to dlspIeasc the Pagod, thosc Tigres should
defend him, for he would give them life.”
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Extract from Page 29 & 30 of History of Rangoon by
Pearn.

x * * x *
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Ralph Fitch the Englishman, who came to Burma at
about the same time, wrote an account of the country

which so closely resembles that of Balbi that some have
doubted whether in truth he ever came to Burma and

suggest that he is simply a plagiarist of Dagon he says.
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““About two days journey from Pegu. there is a Varelle
or Pagode which is the Pilgrimage of the Pegues, it is called
Bagoune, and is of wonderfull bignesse and all gilded from
the foot to the top a” v. ¢ e H
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Fitch saying of it that “hath” a faire Port into the Sea,
from where goe many ships to Malacca, Mecca, and many

other places. & Y + + X
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Such then was Dagon, a little town by the River, and
a long road lined with Zayats, leading to the great Pagoda,

that was all. .4 F * vig
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Albatross. A number of strange superstitions were held
by sailors of old and several of them were connected with
sca-birds.  Sailors believed that the great wandering
albatross of the southern seas which followed a ship for days
at a time with scemingly motionless wings, possessed an
unnatural power, and few sailors were so bold as to harm
one of them, Itwas about this superstition that Samuel
Taylor Coleridge constructed his well known poem. ¢ The
Ancient Mariner ™.
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The wandering albatross (Diomedea exulans) is the
largest of all sea-birds and its wings measure on an average
10 to 14 feet from tip to tip, and sometimes as much as 17 feet.
Its body, however, weighs only about 18 pounds. The
feathers covering the body are white with wavy black or
brown lines, and they are very thick. The wing feathers
are dark, and, at the tips, quite black. The male and
female birds dress exactly alike. The three front toes of
their large feet are webbed.
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“ The albatross lives almost entirely on the wing, It
alights on the water only to snatch a fish or a bit of refuse
from a ship. When it wishes to rise again it lifts its great
wings and runs along the top of the water for %o or
8o yards before it can acquire suflicient impetus to do so.
Once in the air the albatross makes use of air-currents to
gain speed and height in just the same manner as a man
controlling a glider or sail plane (see Gliders and Gliding).

In the nesting season these birds go to the barren.
Antarctic istands, where the mother bird lays her egg, a large
whitish one with brown spots, on the bare rock. The baby
bird is tended by the parent birds until it is able to care
for itself.

Digitized by Clean Text Technology

~



( Jo)

There are about 16 pleccs of the albatross, and all like
best to live in the tropic seas.”
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