Right to information (GIPA)

In New South Wales, the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (the GIPA Act) replaced the Freedom of Information Act 1989 (NSW) on 1 July 2010.

The GIPA Act:

· requires UTS to release specific types of information online

· encourages proactive release of other information held by UTS

· can provide an enforceable right for you to access information, except where there is an overriding public interest against disclosure.

Access to information is managed in accordance with the GIPA Act.

· Publicly available UTS information documents and provides access to public UTS information, including the UTS information guide, disclosure log and register of contracts
· Applying for access to information describes how to apply for access to information and explains how access applications are handled at UTS

· Applying for a review of a decision explains which access application decisions are 'reviewable decisions' under the GIPA Act, how decisions can be appealed and how reviews are handled

· Contacts provides contact details for the UTS Right to Information Contact Officer and other relevant UTS and non-UTS contacts.
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Publicly available UTS information
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· UTS information guide
· Policy documents
· Register of contracts
· Disclosure log
· Documents about UTS tabled in NSW Parliament
· Open access information not disclosed
· Authorised proactive release information
The following types of information are publicly available, in accord with the provisions of Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (NSW) on mandatory proactive release (s6) and authorised proactive release (s7).

UTS information guide
The UTS: Information Guide describes UTS structure and functions, how the public can participate in these functions, and the various types of information UTS holds and how they can be accessed.

Similar information was previously reported in UTS statements of affairs and summary of affairs released under the FOI Act.

Policy documents
Rules of the University is the record of UTS rules.

UTS: Policy is the location for UTS policies and directives.

Register of contracts
The register of contracts records details of contracts between UTS and private parties valued over $150,000.

Disclosure log
The disclosure log records details of selected disclosures made as part of access applications.

Documents about UTS tabled in NSW Parliament
The UTS Annual Report is tabled in Parliament each year.

Open access information not disclosed
This category records open access (mandatory release) information not disclosed due to overriding public interest.

The UTS register of undisclosed open access information will list all open access information that has not been disclosed.

Authorised proactive release information
Decisions on authorised proactive release will be made in June each year.

At present, there is no information that has been authorised for release that is not already available on the UTS website.

Register of contracts 
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· What’s included
· UTS register of contracts
UTS maintains a publicly available register of contracts on the university's website, as required by Part 3, division 5 of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (NSW) (GIPA Act).

What’s included
The UTS register of contracts publishes information about contracts between UTS and private sector entities valued at or above $150,000, where one of the parties has agreed to:

· undertake a specific project (eg construction, infrastructure or property development)

· provide specific goods or services (eg information technology services)

· transfer real property to another party in the contract, or

· a lease of real property.

Contracts are listed alphabetically by contractor and each entry on the register notes the contractor, a description of the contracts purpose, a reference number and the contract class.

Contract details are made available in PDF format.

Contract classes
The GIPA Act identifies three classes of contracts (1, 2 and 3), which determine the amount of information required to be published.

Where a contract is defined as class 3, a copy of the contract will usually be included on the register.

What’s not included
Under section 32 of the GIPA Act, some types of contract information are not required to be included in the register, for example:

· where the information is commercial-in-confidence

· information that relates to details of any unsuccessful tender, or

· any matter that could reasonably be expected to affect public safety or security, or

· where there is an overriding public interest against disclosure

Where information has not been included on the register, or in parts of a class 3 contract, details will be included to explain what has not been provided and why.

The reporting of employment contracts is not required by the GIPA Act.

Reporting timeframe
Contracts reported in the register will remain publicly accessible for 20 working days or until the conditions of the contract have expired, whichever timeframe is longer. Contracts that meet both criteria will be removed from the register on a regular basis.

UTS register of contracts
· ATO for research services. V15/981. Class 1

· Australian Renewable Energy Agency for research services. V14/560. Class 1

· Australian Research Council for Future Fellowships 2014. V14/615. Class 1

· Australian Research Council for research services. V13/878. Class 1

· Australian Research Council for research services investigating theory and practice on interplay between bullying and racism. V16/111. Class 1

· Australian Research Council for research services re driving health care efficiencies and patient outcomes. V16/112. Class 1

· Buildcorp Group Pty Ltd for repairs awning, turret and bridge. V16/399. Class 1

· Cadwell Construction & Interiors for CB05 fitout collaborative classroom. V16/407. Class 1

· Capital Markets CRC Limited for research services. V15/513. Class 1

· Carfax Commercial Construction Pty Ltd for minor works at Blackfriars campus. V16/639. Class 1

· CBRE (GCS) Pty Limited for project management for Australian Rugby Development Centre. V16/954. Class 2

· Chubb Fire and Security Pty Limited for fire systems testing and maintenance services. V14/538. Class 1

· Commonwealth of Australia (Attorney-General's Department) for anti-slavery project. V15/1181. Class 1

· Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Defence) for research services. V16/465. Class 1

· Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) for research services. V15/1181. Class 1

· Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Health) for research services. V17/25. Class 1

· CRC Care Pty Ltd for research services. V14/326. Class 1

· CSIRO for research services. V14/128. Class 1

· CSIRO for research services. V15/538. Class 1

· Curtin University of Technology, University of Notre Dame Australia and University of Western Australia for research services. V15/532. Class 1

· Cyon Knowledge Computing Pty Ltd for timetabling and teaching space booking system licence, implementation, maintenance and support. V15/1155. Class 2

· D2D CRC Limited for semantic indexing of large scale video archives project. V16/62. Class 1

· Datarati for marketing automation. V16/689. Class 1

· Deloitte Consulting Pty Ltd for review of UTS standing delegations. V16/1052. Class 1

· Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and others for research services. V14/115. Class 1

· Durbach Block Jaggers Architects Pty Ltd and BVN Architecture Pty Ltd for architectural services for building 4 refurbishment project. V16/888. Class 2

· European Catering Pty Ltd for graduation catering services. V13/251. Class 1

· Formula Interiors Pty Ltd for informal learning spaces and lockers. V16/404. Class 1

· Formula Interiors Pty Ltd for People Counter Project. V16/690. Class 1

· Gapcomm Interiors Pty Ltd for relocation of CHERE. V16/887. Class 1

· Gardner Wetherill & Associates Pty Ltd for relocation of ACELG / Advancement and International consultancy. V16/641. Class 1

· GE Healthcare Australia Pty Limited for research services under an ARC linkage project collaboration agreement regarding new photobioreactor. V16/712. Class 1

· GFP Group Pty Ltd (as trustee for the France Field Family Trust trading as GFP Graduations) for photography services at UTS Graduations. V15/496. Class 2

· Global Business College of Australia Pty Ltd and Australian Research Alliance for Children & Youth Limited for research services under an ARC linkage projects partner agreement regarding cyberbullying. V16/713. Class 1

· Gold Key Building Services for refurbishment of security offices. V16/777. Class 1

· ICAD Consultants Pty Ltd for professional services to upgrade Archibus. V15/1093. Class 1

· ICAD Consultants Pty Ltd for support and maintenance services for Archibus. V15/1098. Class 1

· Ichor Constructions Pty Ltd for Chancellery refurbishment. V16/643. Class 1

· INTREC Management Pty Ltd for alterations and workstations in building 11. V16/827. Class 1

· INTREC Management Pty Ltd for relocation of ACELG / Advancement and International construction. V16/642. Class 1

· IPS Cleaning Australia Pty Ltd (and contract) for cleaning services. V14/492. Class 3

· Lynda.com for subscription services. V15/1161. Class 2

· M-Power Solutions Pty Ltd for support and maintenance of financial modeling tool. V15/1157. Class 2

· Michael Blaxell for legal services provided to UTS student. V16/1181. Class 1

· MSS Security Pty Ltd for security guard services. V15/339. Class 2

· Murdoch University, CSIRO and others for research services. V10/193. Class 1

· National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) and University of Sydney for research services. V14/409. Class 1

· National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for research, interactions between aberrant transcriptional programs and methylation in primary myelodysplasia and leukaemia. V16/81. Class 1

· National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for research services. V16/296. Class 1

· National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for research services. V16/541. Class 1

· Patterson Building Group for building 4 facade hoarding. V16/398. Class 1

· Patterson Building Group for construction of new teaching spaces in building 11. V16/395. Class 1

· Peddle Thorp Interiors Pty Ltd for consultancy agreement for HDR activity based environment. V16/780. Class 1

· Renascent Australia Pty Ltd for new video recording studio. V16/1083. Class 1

· Rentokil Pty Ltd for hygiene services. V14/491-2. Class 1

· Richard Crookes Construction Pty Ltd for Thomas Street construction development. V16/611. Class 1

· SAP Australia Pty Ltd for SAP SuccessFactors Workforce Analytics subscription 2017. V17/66. Class 1

· Savills Project Management Pty Ltd for additional scope project for building 4 refurbishment project. V16/929. Class 2

· Savills Project Management Pty Ltd for project management services for building 4 refurbishment project. V16/928. Class 2

· Schindler Lifts Australia Pty Ltd for lift maintenance. V16/377. Class 2

· SeerPharma Pty Ltd for teaching services. V14/618. Class 1

· Settlement Services International Limited, National Disability Services Limited and other for research services under an ARC linkage projects collaborative research agreement regarding disability entrepreneurship in Australia. V16/1075. Class 1

· Signcraft Pty Ltd for wayfinging signage. V15/466. Class 1

· Steensen Varming (Australia) Pty Ltd for mechanical and electrical consultancy services for building 4 refurbishment project. V16/891. Class 2

· Sydney Cricket & Sports Ground Trust for engagement as official tertiary partner. V15/537. Class 2

· The Office Builders Pty Ltd for modification for RIO in building 1. V16/779. Class 1

· Trinity Quality Interiors for office relocations ITD and SAU building 1. V16/772. Class 1

· University of Adelaide for research services under ARC discovery project multi-institutional agreement regarding blast effects on reinforced concrete. V16/621. Class 1

· University of Melbourne for research services. V16/115. Class 1

· University of New South Wales and others for research services. V12/673. Class 1

· University of New South Wales, Banjadjaminga Swaag Incorporated and others for research services under an ARC linkage projects partner agreement regarding protection of indigenous knowledge. V16/1068. Class 1

· University of Queensland for research services. V14/224. Class 1

· University of South Australia and University of Sydney for research services under ARC discovery indigenous projects into analysis of sport, education, health and wellbeing in indigenous communities. V16/708. Class 1

· University of Sydney and Justice Health & Forensic Mental Health Network for research services. V16/135. Class 1

· USAID Pacific Adaption Climate Fund for adaption pathways in the out islands water sector Kiribati. V15/983. Class 1

· UXC Connect Pty Limited (and contract) for preferred supplier agreement supply of network equipment and services. V15/1092. Class 3

· Western Sydney University, CSIRO and others for research services under an ARC linkage projects partner agreement regarding detection of illicit drugs. V16/1066. Class 1

· Western Sydney University, Rofin Australia Pty Ltd and others for research services under an ARC linkage projects partner agreement regarding fingermark detection. V16/1065. Class 1

· Woods Bagot Pty Ltd for consultancy re Chancellery refurbishment. V16/388. Class 1

Register of undisclosed open access information
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· Record of UTS information not disclosed
· Contact
Under section 6.1 of Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (NSW) (the GIPA Act), open access information is required to be made publically available unless there is an overriding public interest against disclosure. For example, where there are privacy or security considerations that are deemed to outweigh the public interest of providing access.

When a decision is made not to release open access information due to public interest considerations, a record of the general nature of the information and the decision is required to be made publically available. This record is provided below.

Decisions listed below are approved by the Right to Information Coordinator following consideration of the provisions of the GIPA Act.

Record of UTS information not disclosed
· Costing and Pricing of Research Projects Vice-Chancellor’s Directive and Research Investment Accounts Procedures
Decision: Release of this information would undermine the University’s competitive advantage with other educational institutions and prejudice the commercial and financial interests of UTS
GIPA reference: section 14, clause 4(a) and (d)
Dated decided: 06/08/2015

· Fundraising Approval Procedures, Donation Acceptance Procedures, Donation Processing and Distribution Procedures
Decision: Release of this information would prejudice the commercial and financial interests of UTS
GIPA reference: section 14, clause 4(d)
Dated decided: 23/10/2014

· Strategic Planning and Improvement Framework
Decision: Release of this information would undermine the University’s competitive advantage with other educational institutions and prejudice the commercial and financial interests of UTS
GIPA reference: section 14, clause 4(a) and (d)
Dated decided: 17/09/2015

· Treasury Policy
Decision: Release of this information would prejudice the commercial and financial interests of UTS
GIPA reference: section 14, clause 4(d)
Dated decided: 23/10/2014

Contact
For inquiries or assistance, contact the Right to Information Contact Officer.

