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AQF levels summaries and learning outcomes criteria

Summary

Knowledge

Skills

Application
of

knowledge
and skills

Graduates at this level
will have knowledge and
skilis for initial work,
community involvement
and/or further learning

i e e 1 A A R A e et

er:!uat&s at t?‘m level

kmiedmfmmyﬁay
life, further learning and
preparation for initial
work

Graduates at this level

will have foundational

cognitive, technical and

communication skills to:

¢ undertake defined
routine activities

* identify and report
simpie issues and
problems

e A A

Graduates at this level

will apply knowledge and

Ms to demonstrate
autonomy in highly
mmn%d and stable
contexts and within
narrow parameters

will have basic cognitive,
technical and
communication skills to
apply appropriate
methods tooh matenais

autmy ami izmited
judgement in structured
and stable contexts and
within narrow
parameters

Graduates at tm& Iavei
will have theoretical and
practicai i-mowmw and
skills for work and/or
further learning

 Graduates at this level

will have factual,
technical, procedural and

~ some theoretical
knowiedge of a specific

Graduates at this level
will have a range of
cognitive, technical and
communication skilis to
select and apply a
specialised range of
methods, tools, materials

- and information to:

Graduates at this level

will apply knowledge and
skills to demonstrate

- autonomy and judgement

and to take limited
responsibility in known
and stable contexts

~ within established
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- Graduates at this level
~ will have theoretical and

practical knowledge and

~ skills for specialised/

and/or skilled work

~ and/or further learning

| Grmatﬁnsmai

technical w m

awﬂ%ammam

- field of work and learning

. Graduates at this level
- will have a broad range
- of cognitive, technical

to select and apply a

- range of methods,
‘ m@&nﬁeﬁaﬁsm

Graduates at this level

will apply knowledge and
skills to demonstrate
autonomy, judgement
and limited responsibility
in known or changing
contexts and within

?esmi’sshedpammém

Graduates at this level
will have specialised
!mawl&dge and skilis for

 skilled/paraprofessional

work and/or further
learning

Graduates at this level
will have technical and

 theoretical knowledge in

a specific area or a broad
field of work and learning

Graduates at this level
will have a broad range
of cognitive, technical
and communication skills
to select and apply
methods and
technologies to:
¢ analyse information to
complete a range of
activities

- = provide and transmit

solutions to sometimes
complex problems

¢ transmit information
and skills to others

in known or chmging
contexts and within
broad but established
- parameters

.
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AQF levels summaries and learning outcomes criteria

Level

Level 7

Level 8

Level 10

Summary

Knowledge

Skills

Graduates at this level
will have broad
knowledge and skills for
paraprofessional/highly
skilled work and/or
further learning

Graduates at this level
will have broad
theoretical and technical
knowledge of a specific
area or a broad field of
work and learmning

Graduates at this level
will have a broad range
of cognitive, technical
and communication skills

and skills to others

Graduates at this level

will apply knowledge and

skills to demonstrate

autonomy, judgement

and defined

responsibility:

* in contexts that are
subject to change

* within broad
F}afamtm tﬁ rrovice
fUnChmxs

Graduates at this level
will have broad and
coherent theoretical and
technical knowledge with
depth in one or more
disciplines or areas of
practice

Graduates at this level
will have well-developed
cognitive, technical and
communication skills to
select and apply
methods and
technologies to:

* analyse and evaluate

information to complete

a range of activities

e analyse, generate and
transmit solutions to
unpredictable and
sometimes complex
problems

¢ transmit knowledge,
skills and ideas to
others

e e B R 0 e 0 i e e SR e e

Graduates at this level
will apply knowledge and
Skil% tﬂ d&mstm& ]
autonomy, well-

deveio;:eﬁ mﬁgm

*in a@mm that f&qu;re
self-directed work and
learning

¢ within broad
parameters to provide
specialist advice and
functions

Graduates at this level
will have advanced
knowledge and skilis for
professional/highly skilled
work and/or further
learning

R R

Graduates at this level
will have specialised
knowledge and skills for
research, and/or
professional practice
and/or further learning

S e

Graduates at this level
will have systematic and
critical understanding of
a corm%ex field of

}
.
.
;
:
? 5
:
:
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cmiex mfommteon.
. problems, concepts
a range of activities and theories
5€, gent e research and apply
. established theories to
problems ~ abody of knowledge or
* transmit hmw*Mge . practice
skills and ideas to * interpret and transmit
others - knowiedge, skills and
~ ideas to specialist and
. non-specialist
. audiences
_?
Graduates at this level - Graduates at this level
will apply knowledge and will apply kmwiedge and
skills to demonstrate skills to demonstre
autonomy, weill- autonomy, expert
developed judgement, judgement, adaptability
adaptability and and responsibility as a
responsibility as a practitioner or learner

R

leadm and
understanding to make
@ substantial
contribution to a
discipline or area of
professional practice

e

Gradua!m at this level

axpert and leading
practitioner or scholar
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AQF qualification type learning outcomes descriptors

Qualification type
Level

Purpose

Knowledge

Skills

Application
of
knowledge
and skills

Volume of
learning

Senior Secondary Certificate
of Education

The Senior Secondary Certificate
of Education qualifies individuals
with knowledge, skills and values
for diverse pathways to further
learning, work and effective
participation in civic life

A e

s A R 2 L —— e e

Graduates of a Senior Secondary

Certificate of Education will have

foundational knowledge acrossa |
range of learning areas and some |
specialist discipline or technical

knowledge

- Graduates of a Senior Secondary

Certificate of Education will have:

¢ literacy, numeracy and
communication skills and use
information communication
technologies skills to present
knowledge and ideas to others

* cognitive skills to access, record
and act on information from
varied sources appropriate to
subject disciplines and to move
across subject disciplines to
develop new expertise

* cognitive, technical,
communication and creative
skills for particular disciplines
and to integrate disciplines to
solve problems, to underpin
flexible and analytical thinking
and to work with others -

Graduates of a Senior Secondary

- Certificate of Education will

demonstrate the application of
knowledge and skills:

~#» with depth in some areas to

tasks or functions in known or
changing contexts |

* in particular contexts within civic |
life, work and lifelong learning as
successful learners, confident
individuals and team members .
and active and informed citizens

¢ in contexts that include taking
individual responsibility with
some direction and some
accountability for the quality of
outcomes

SYP =—a = ks . -

The volume of learning of a Senior

~ Secondary Certificate of
 Education is typically 2 years

Certificate |

The Certificate | qualifies
individuals with basic functional
knowledge and skills to
undertake work, further learning
and community involvement

Graduates of a Certificate | will
have basic fundamental
knowledge and understanding in
a narrow area of work and
learning

Graduates of a Certificate |

will have:

* basic skills to participate in
everyday life and further
learning

* cognitive and communication
skills to receive, pass on and
recall information in a narrow
range of areas

* technical skills involving the
use of tools appropriate to the
activity and use of basic
communication technologies

Graduates of a Certificate |
will demonstrate the application
of knowledge and skills:

¢ with some autonomy in defined

contexts and within established
parameters

* in contexts that may include
preparation for further learning,
life activities and/or a variety of
initial routine and predictable
work-related activities including
participation in a team or work

group

The volume of learning of a
Certificate | is typically
0.5-1 year

Certificate |l

Level 2

The Certificate Il qualifies
individuals to undertake mainly
routine work and as a pathway
to further learning

Graduates of a Certificate Il will

have basic factual, technical and |

procedural knowledge in a
defined area of work and

learning

Graduates of a Certificate |l

will have:

 cognitive skills to access,
record and act on a definec
range of information from a
range of sources

* cognitive and communication
skills to apply and
communicate known solutions
to a limited range of
predictable problems

* technical skills to use a limited
range of equipment to
complete tasks involving
known routines and
procedures with a limited
range of options

A et

Graduates of a Certificate Ii

will demonstrate the application

of knowledge and skills:

¢ with some accountability for
the quality of own outcomes
and some responsibility for
own outputs in work and
learning

* with limited autonomy and
judgement in the completion of

own defined and routine tasks

in known and stable contexts

¢ with imited autonomy and

judgement to complete routine
but variable tasks in
collaboration with others in a
team environment

The volume of learning of a
Certificate 1l is typically
0.5 -1 year
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Certificate Il

The Certificate lil qualifies
individuals who apply a broad
range of knowledge and skills in
varied contexts to undertake
skilled work and as a pathway
for further learning

B

Graduates of a Certificate il
will have factual, technical,
procedural and theoretical
knowledge in an area of work
and leaming

Graduates of a Certificate Il

will have:

* cognitive, technical and
communication skills to
interpret and act on available
information

* cognitive and communication
skills to apply and
communicate known solutions
to a variety of predictable
problems and to deal with
unforseen contingencies using
known solutions

¢ technical and communication
skills to provide technical
information to a variety of
specialist and non-specialist
audiences

 technical skills to undertake
routine and some non-routine
tasks in a range of skilled
operations

L e

Graduates of a Certificate Il|

will demonstrate the application

of knowledge and skills:

* with discretion and judgement
in the selection of equipment,
services or contingency
measures

* to adapt and transfer skills and
knowledge within known
routines, methods, procedures
and time constraints

* in contexts that include taking
responsibility for own outputs
in work and learning including
participation in teams and
taking limited responsibility for
the output of others within
established parameters

The volume of learning of a
Certificate Il is typically 1 - 2
years. Up to 4 years may be
required to achieve the iearning
outcomes through a program of
indentured training/employment
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AQF qualification type learning outcomes descriptors

Qualification type

Certificate IV

Diploma

Advanced Diploma

Associate Degree

Level _Level6
Purpose The Certificate IV qualifies The Diploma qualifies individuals = The Advanced Diploma qualifies The Associate Degree qualifies
individuals who apply a broad who apply integrated technical ~ individuals who apply specialised  individuals who apply
range of specialised knowledge and theoretical concepts in a ~ knowiedge in a range of contexts = underpinning technical and
and skilis in varied contexts to broad range of contexts to to undertake advanced skilled or  theoretical knowledge in a range
undertake skilled work and as a undertake advanced skilled or paraprofessional work and as a of contexts to undertake
pathway for further learning paraprofessional work and asa = pathway for further learning paraprofessional work and as a
pathway for further learning - pathway for further learning
Knowledge Graduates of a Certificate IV will Graduates of a Diploma will have | Graduates of an Advanced ' Graduates of an Associate
have broad factual, technical and  technical and theoretical Diploma will have specialised and  will have broad theoretical and
theoretical knowledge in a knowledge and concepts, with integrated technical and technical knowledge with some
specialised field of work and ~ depth in some areas within a field | theoretical knowledge with depth  depth in the underlying principles
learning - of work and learning ~ within one or more fields of work ~ and concepts in one or more
| ~ and learning ~ disciplines
Skills Graduates of a Certificate IV will ; Graduates of a Diploma will have: = Graduates of an Advanced - Graduates of an Associate Degree
have: . * cognitive and communication - Diploma will have: - will have:
¢ cognitive skills to identify, ~ skills to identify, analyse, e cognitive and communication  ® cognitive skills to identify,
analyse, compare and act on .~ synthesise and act on skills to identify, analyse, analyse and evaluate information
information from a range of information from a range of synthesise and act on and concepts from a range of
SOurces sources information from a range of sources
« cognitive, technical and * cognitive, technical and sources ~ » cognitive, technical and creative
communication skills to apply communication skills to analyse, |+ cognitive and communication ~ thinking skills to demonstrate a
and communicate technical plan, design and evaluate skills to transfer knowledge and broad understanding of
solutions of a non-routine or approaches to unpredictable § skills to others and to knowledge and ideas with some
contingency nature to a defined problems and/or management | demonstrate understanding of depth in a discipline
range of predictable and requirements - specialised knowledge with e cognitive, communication and
unpredictable problems ¢ specialist technical and creative = depth in some areas analytical skills to interpret and
* specialist technical skills to skills to express ideas and * cognitive and communication transmit responses to
~ complete routine and non-  perspectives skills to formulate responses to sometimes complex problems
~ routine tasks and functions ¢ communication skills to transfer | complex problems * communication skills to make a
e communication skills to guide ~ knowledge and specialised skills ¢ wide-ranging specialised clear and coherent presentation
. activities and provide technical  to others and demonstrate  technical, creative or of knowledge and ideas with
advice inthe area of work and = understanding of knowledge ~ conceptual skills to express some intellectual independence
¥earning *ﬁ ideas and pers pec o~
Application Graduates of a Certificate IV will Graduates of a Diploma will . Graduates of an Advanced G_raduates of an Associate Degree
of demonstrate the application of demonstrate the application of | Diploma will demonstrate the will demonstrate the application of
knowledge and skills: .| knowledge and skills: . application of knowledge and knowledge and skills:
knowledge * {0 specialised tasks or functions = e with depth in some areas of  skills: * with initiative and judgement in
and skills in known or changing contexts specialisation, in known or - with depth in areas of planning, problem solving and
* with responsibility for own changing contexts specialisation, in contexts decision making in
functions and outputs, and may e to transfer and apply theoretical subject to change paraprofessional practice
have limited responsibility for concepts and/or technical e with initiative and judgment in e to adapt knowledge and skills in
organisation of others and/or creative skills in a range planning, design, technical or a range of contexts and/or for
~® with limited responsibility for the of situations management functions with further studies in one or more
~quantity and quality of the - » with personal responsibility and some direction disciplines
output of others in a team within autonomy in performing e t0 adapt a range of fundamental e to adapt fundamental principles,
limited parameters complex technical operations principles and complex - concepts and techniques to
with responsibility for own techniques to known and - known and unknown situations
outputs in relation to broad unknown situations e with responsibility and
parameters for quantity and ~ » across a broad range of ~ accountability for own learning
quality technical or management ~ and work and in collaboration
e with initiative and judgement to functions with accountability for = with others within broad
organise the work of self and personal outputs and personal parameters
others and plan, coordinate and and team outcomes within
evaluate the work of teams - broad parameters
within broad but generally well-
defined parameters
Volume of The volume of learning of a The volume of learning of a The volume of learning of an The volume of learning of an
learning Certificate 1V is typically 0.5 - 2 Diploma is typically 1 - 2 years Advanced Diploma is typically - Associate Degree is typically

years. There may be variations 1.5 - 2 years 2 years

between short duration specialist
qualifications that buiid on
knowledge and skills already
acquired and longer duration
qualifications that are designed as
entry level requirements for work
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AQF qualification type learning outcomes descriptors

Qualificatic

Level

Knowledge

Skills

Application
of
knowledge
and skills

Volume of
learning

N ty* Y&

Graduates of a Bachelor Degree
-~ will have:

Bachelor Degree

Level 7

The Bachelor Degree qualifies
individuals who apply a broad and
coherent body of knowledge in a
range of contexts to undertake
professional work and as a
pathway for further learning

Graduates of a Bachelor Degree

will have a broad and coherent

body of knowledge, with depth in
the underlying principles and
concepts in one or more
disciplines as a basis for

independent lifelong learning

A e e Bt g B T B A

* cognitive skills to review
czftzm&y analyse, consolidate
e oognftaw and technical skills to
demonstrate a broad
understanding of knowledge
with depth in some areas

e cognitive and creative skills to
exercise critical thinking and
judgement in identifying and

solving problems with concepts with advanced
intellectual independence understanding in some areas
¢ communication skills to present * cognitive skills to exercise

a clear, coherent and fmttoal thmhmg md 1udgmm

knowledge and ideas
a clear mﬂwmnt exposition
of knowledge and ideas to a |
vanety of mm

D R Ee IR PRI TEPIRSTTS . e

will demonstrate the application

of knowledge and skills:

¢ with initiative and judgement in
planning, problem solving and
decision making in professional
practice and/or scholarship

* to adapt knowledge and skills in
diverse contexts

¢ with responsibility and
accountabiiity for own leaming

and professional practice and in

collaboration with others within

The volume of learning of a
Bachelor Degree is typically
3 ~ 4 years

Bachelor Honours Degree

Level 8

The Bachelor Honours Degree
qualifies individuals who apply a
body of knowledge in a specific
context to undertake professional
work and as a pathway for
research and further learning

Graduates of a Bachelor Honours

Degree will have coherent and
advanced knowledge of the
underlying principles and
concepts in one or more
disciplines and knowledge of
research principles and methods

Graduates of a Bachelor Honours
- Certificate will have:

Degree will have:

* cognitive skills to review,
analyse, consolidate and
synthesise knowledge to
identify and provide solutions
to complex problems with
intellectual independence

* cognitive and technical skills
to demonstrate a broad
understanding of a body of
knowledge and theoretical

Degree will demonstrate the
application of knowledge and
skills:

* with initiative and judgement in
professional practice and/or
scholarship

* to adapt knowledge and skills in
diverse contexts

¢ with responsibility and

amurrtabiﬁty for own Ieamm |

and practice

Graduates of a Bachelor Honours
- Certificate will demonstrate the
- application of knowledge and

Graduate Certificate

Level 8

Th@ mma Cmm 1Lig h

_i to a Beafenslonatiohly
skilled work and as a pathway for

further learning

Graduates of a Graduate
Certificate will have specialised

knowledge within a systematic

~ and coherent body of knowledge
- that may include the acquisition

~ and application of knowledge and  application of knowledge and
~ skills in a new or existing sk

discipline or professional area

Graduates of a Graduate

* cognitive akﬁia tu review,

imwmwmmmm

* cognitive skﬁ%a to Mk critically
and to generate and evaluate
complex ideas

¢ specialised technical and
crnahvesknﬂsm&ﬁ@dﬁffumty

pmctm

. communication skills fo

Ll 150 B N ot

Graduates of a Graduate

skills:

* to make high level, independent
judgements in a range. of
techrucal or managemer
contexts

* to initiate, plan, implement
evaiuam bmad fumﬁm& within

with others within braaﬂ

parameters
s to plan and execute project

work and/or a piece of research |

and scholarship with some
independence

The volume of learning of a
Bachelor Honours Degree is
typically 1 year following a
Bachelor Degree. A Bachelor
Honours Degree may also be

ad in a Bachelor Degree,
typically as an additional year

ative contexts

e with responslbmty and

accountability for personal
outputs and all aspects of the

work or function of others within

broad parameters

The volume of learning of a

Graduate Certil
0.5 - 1 year

icate is Wﬂﬁy

:
A et R A A

T

Graduate Diploma

__Level 8

 The Graduate Diploma qualifies

individuals who apply a body af
W iﬂ a mﬁf coOntaxts

1iart ik e “._._;..;"'5:_ iy sl
h@-@y skilled work and as a

athway for further Iwﬂlﬂg

Grmm of a Graduate Dipaoma

~ will have advanced knowledge
~ within a systematic and coherent

body of knowledge that may
include the acquisition and

discipline or professional area

ates of a Graduate

D@M -wili have:

¢ cognitive skills to review,
analyse, consolidate and
synthesise knowledge and
identify and provide solutions to
complex problems

e cognitive skills to think critically
and to generate and evalua
complex ideas

. * specialised technical and

reative skills in a field of highly
skilled and/or professions

. ® communication skills to
 demonstrate an understanding
of theoretical concepts

-« communication skills to transfer

complex knowledge and ideas
to a variety of audiences

' Graduates of a Graduate Diploma

will demonstrate the application of

knowledge and skills:

* to make l"ﬂ@’] W&l indenende
judgemants ina mge of

contexts
-« {o initiate, plan, implement and
 evaluate broad functions within
varied specialised technical
~and/or creative contexts

- » with responsibility and
accountability for mmonai

Dutpum an‘d all aspect:
work or function of others within

~ The volume of learning of a

Graduate Diploma is typically
1 -2 vyears
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